830                   MEMOIRS  OF CAPTAIN  CAEI LION.
ovei heard this piece of lip-oratory, and finding, by the answer* that it was too likely to prevail, and that all I was like to sa^ would avail nothing, I slipped away as fast as I could to acquaint the geneial with the danger impending
As I passed along, I took notice that the panic was upon the mciease , the general rumour affiimmg that we should be all cut off by the tioops that were come out of Barcelona, if we did not immediately gam the lulls, 01 the houses possessed by the Miquelets Officers and soldieis, undei this prevailing teiror, quitted then posts, and in one united body, the Lord Chailemont at the head of them, marched, 01 lather humed, out of the f011, and were come half-way down the hill befoi c the Eail of Peteiboiow came up to them, though, on m} acquainting him with the shameful and suipusing accident, he made no stay, but answering, with a good deal of vehemence, G-ood God, is it possible * hastened back as fast as he could
I ne\ ei thought myself happier than in this piece of service to my countiy I confess I could not but value it, as having been theiem more than a little instiumental in the glonous successes which succeeded, since immediately upon this notice fiom me, the eail galloped up the hill, and, lighting when he came to Loid Cluilemont, he took Ins half pike out of his hand, and turning to the oflieeis and sohlieis, told the , if they would not face about and follow him, they should have the scandal and eternal infamy upon them of having desei ted their posts, and abandoned their geneial
It was sui prising to see with what alacnty and new courage they faced about, and followed the Eail of Peteiborow In a moment they had foigot their appiehensions, and, without doubt, had they met with any opposition, they would hu\e behaved themselves with the gieatc&t biaveiy But as these motions were unperceived by the enemy, all the posts wei e legained, and anew po&sessed, in less than half an houi, without any loss, though, had our forces marched halt musket-shot faither, their letreat would have been perceived, and all the success attendant on this glonous attempt must have been entu Uy blasted
Another incident which attended this happy enterprise was this the two hundred men which fell into the hands of the enemy, by the unhappy mistake of the Pimce of Hesse, ivero earned directly into the town The Maiquis of Ribbing,